JAZZ BAND
Dear parent:

Your child has expressed an interest in joining the Sunnyside Elementary Jazz Band.
Last year was the Thirteenth year we had a grade 7 beginning jazz band and we had another very successful year.  The students were entered in the Kiwanis International Music Festival in the grade 8 category, and won not only their category, but “Most Promising Junior Band” and an invitation to the Nationals for the Thirteenth year in a row!  
This year we will have 7-8 performances, including our year end performance tour in June.

This is a fabulous opportunity for students to advance their playing and musicianship skills, and to learn to play a different style of music.  

Rehearsals are at Earl Marriott Secondary, located at 15751 16th ave, and start on Thursday, January 24 at 3:00 pm.  The second rehearsal is on Tuesday, January 29 at 3:00 pm - 4:30.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm are our regular rehearsal times, although we will only go until 4:30 for our first 3 classes. Rehearsals will go to 5:00 starting Feb. 5. 
Previously, parents from each school arranged to car pool their children because of the extra driving.  Please call me if you have any concerns or questions regarding this.  If you are unable to drive, we will do our best to find a ride for your child! If you are able to coordinate drivers (especially from Sunnyside), please let me know.  I need parents to organize the carpooling this year.
Students are expected to make a commitment to the group until the end of the year (June 20).  Because this is a completely new experience for your child, they are welcome to try it out for ~3 weeks before they make their commitment. Please discuss this commitment with your child, and if you are both in agreement, please sign the form and return it on Thursday, Jan 24 at our first practice.

Keep in mind that we will be playing extremely challenging music, and it will require at least 30 minutes/day of practice depending on the ability of the student. 

Sectional rehearsals are scheduled as follows (Starting date likely Feb 8):

Trumpets:
Fridays 2:40-4:00 pm at South Meridian Elementary (16244 13th Ave)

Saxes:

Fridays 7:00 am – 8:20 am at Jessie Lee Elementary (2064 154 St)

Trombones and Rhythm sectionals will most likely take place at EMS on T & Th - TBA
Students who commit to jazz band need to commit to the following dates (The SD36 Instrumental festival at the Bell Center does not yet have a specific date):
April 30, May 1/2 
SD36 Instrumental festival, Bell Center (school hours) Date is not confirmed
May 3 
(Pro-D Day) Workshop at EMS 8:30 – 12:30

May 8


Kiwanis Festival, Langley (8:00 am call)
June 12 

Possible School Board Performance at DEC (~ 6:15 – 8)

June 19  

School Tour (8-2:45)

June 20  

Sunnyside performances (~1:00 and evening performance ~ 6-8pm)
If we have other opportunities for performances, I will let you know as soon as they come up!
Please email me at hagen_susan@surreyschools.ca if you have any questions! 

Ms Hagen
SS JAZZ BAND PERMISSION FORM – Please return this portion to Ms Hagen

I request that my child___________________________be permitted to participate in the

                         

print student name
Sunnyside Elementary Jazz Band program.
Parent signature:__________________________________

Phone number:                       ________________________

Email (Required):__________________________________
Please provide an email address that can be shared with other parents to organize rides to/from rehearsals.  Hopefully I will have parents from each school organizing the carpooling for their students!
