Sunnyside Prospective Band Students and Parents

Dear parents:

Your child has had the opportunity to be introduced to the various instruments that are offered for instruction in the Gr 7 band program.  The purpose of this session was to provide information to the students to discuss with you.

If you and your child have decided to commit to the band program, please do not obtain an instrument until I have had the opportunity to work out the instrumentation for the entire group. 
This is very important, as we are trying to build a balanced band, and cannot have 10 bass players and 20 trumpets!

Generally we can accommodate most first choices.  I will hand out further instructions regarding the obtaining of the instruments.

Note:  If you already have an instrument that your child wants to play, they can let me know at that time.  Keep in mind, that if it is not the instrument that your child would like to play, they will most likely not practice, and therefore not succeed!
Important Information regarding the Band program

When deciding whether or not to commit to this program, there are 2 very important things you must consider carefully:

1) This is a performance based course.  This means that your child will be required to practice almost every day in order to succeed. Your child (and by extension you) will be required to practice 20-30 min/day on average (140-210 min/wk), and keep a running total of this practice, and hand in their parent-signed practice chart. Please understand that practicing is not optional.
2) This is a ‘team’ effort.  This means that unlike all of the other subjects your child will be studying at school, his/her performance has a direct result on the success of the group.  They have a responsibility to follow through on their commitment to their team members.  When performing, there are no second chances like there are in sports when you miss a shot!
Band instruction takes place at Sunnyside Tuesdays and Thursdays starting at 8:15. (If you are unable to get your child to Sunnyside early for band, please email me). There will also be extra help available before band on these days. This is strongly recommended for your child, especially if they are not an independent learner. More information regarding this will be provided soon!
The year end band concerts for Sunnyside take place on June 17 & 18, with our evening concert on June 18.  Please make sure you mark these dates in your calendar as they are an essential part of our program! (More performance dates to come).

If you and your child decide to commit to the band program, please sign this paper and have your child bring it to our next meeting.  At that point, we will sort out the instrumentation (if not already done), and I will provide further information regarding the various supplies your child will need for the year.

Please email me if you have any questions regarding the program!  (Please include your child’s name and school as I teach at several schools):  hagen_susan@surreyschools.ca
Thank you!
Ms Hagen
My child (print name) ________________________________would like to participate in the band 

 program, and we are willing to commit to practicing a minimum of 140 min/wk (on average).
Parent signature                    Parent name                        Parent email                         Parent phone #
________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Please make sure to provide a legible email address, as that is my primary method of communication)

Please also sign up for Band notices on the Sunnyside app!

